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This observer circular eliminates the mandatory requirement for a ceiling balloon 

backup at stations equipped with a laser ceilometer for the determination of cloud-

based heights.  

Note: This observer circular refers to MANOBS 7th Edition, Amendment 18, Section 
10.2.8.8, “Measurement of ceiling.” 

Effective with the release of Observer Circular 1-2013, observers are no longer required to 
release a ceiling balloon if there is a laser ceilometer in operation.  
In the event of a ceilometer failure, it is expected that the observers will follow the order 
specified in 10.2.8.9.1 or 16.3.9.3 to determine the cloud height depending on the equipment 
available at the station. 
This observer circular does not change the requirements for stations not equipped with a 
laser ceilometer. 
MANOBS 10.2.8.8 will read as follows: 
The determination of the ceiling is an extremely important part of the observation.  
At stations so equipped, the laser ceilometer shall be used at each observation. 
At stations not equipped with a laser ceilometer, the following procedures shall apply: 
1) During the hours of darkness, the ceiling projector shall be used at each observation.  
2) During daylight hours, a ceiling balloon shall be used when the ceiling is estimated to 

be 300 m or less (coded height 10). Should there be any doubt whether the ceiling is 
above or below 300 m (coded height 10) a balloon shall be used.  

3) During daylight hours, a ceiling balloon shall be used whenever requested by a 
forecast office or responsible flight personnel (such as pilots, Air Traffic Control 
(ATC), Flight Service Station (FSS)).  

4) During daylight hours, when the ceiling is estimated to be more than 300 m (coded 
height 10), a ceiling balloon may be used on the initiative of the observer. 
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This observer circular is a publication of the Meteorological Service of Canada, Weather and 
Environmental Monitoring Directorate, Upper Air, Aviation and Lightning Networks. 
Comments or suggestions for content should be addressed to: Scott McCormick, National 
Aviation Monitoring Section, 4905 Dufferin Street, Downsview, Ontario M3H 5T4 
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